
City Church Tulsa
Good Friday Service

Before you begin reading, light five candles. After reading 

each part of the crucifixion story, blow out one candle. After 

you complete Reading 5, blow out the final candle; the Christ 

candle. Sit in silence for a few moments in the shadow of 

the cross and reflect on the work of Jesus.

Reading 1 

The Betrayals

Matthew 26:20-25, 31-35

20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21 And as 

they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray 

me.” 22 And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one 

after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He who has dipped his 

hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it 

is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been 

born.” 25 Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He 

said to him, “You have said so.”

31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this 

night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the 

flock will be scattered.’ 32 But after I am raised up, I will go before you 

to Galilee.” 33 Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because 

of you, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this 

very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 

35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” 

And all the disciples said the same.



Reading 2 

Gethsemane

Mark 14:32-41

32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his 

disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And he took with him Peter and 

James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. 34 

And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. 

Remain here and watch.”[a] 35 And going a little farther, he fell on the 

ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 

him. 36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. 

Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 37 

And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, 

are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray 

that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but 

the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the 

same words. 40 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their 

eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. 41 

And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 

taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is 

betrayed into the hands of sinners.

Reading 3

Jesus Before Pilate

John 18:33-38

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said 

to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 

say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 35 

Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests 

have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus 

answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of 

this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be 

delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 

Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say 

that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I 

have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who 

is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is 

truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and 

told them, “I find no guilt in him.



Reading 4

Jesus Mocked

Matthew 27:20-26
20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask 

for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, 

“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 

“Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus 

who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 And he 

said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 

“Let im be crucified!” Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified 24 So when 

Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was 

beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, 

saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 

And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 

26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 

delivered him to be crucified. 

Mark 15:16-20
16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the 

governor's headquarters), and they called together the whole 

battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting 

together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they began to 

salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 And they were striking his head 

with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. 

20 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple 

cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify 

him.



Take a moment for silence, reflection, & prayer

Reading 5

The Crucifixion

John 19:16-30
16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. So they took 

Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called 

The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they 

crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus 

between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the 

cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of 

the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was 

crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and 

in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not 

write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the 

Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and 

divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his 

tunic.[a] But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 

bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots 

for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which 

says,

“They divided my garments among them,

    and for my clothing they cast lots.”

So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus 

were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 

Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 

whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, 

behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 

mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

The Death of Jesus
28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill 

the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they 

put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his 

mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 

finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.


